
Tools, Tips, and Trends
Planning for the WUI
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Why	Land	Use	Planning?
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Wildfire	Planning	Tools
• Plans
• Regulations
• Incentives/	Voluntary	Programs



Community	Planning	Assistance	for	Wildfire	

• Land	Use	Planning
• Hazard	Assessments
• Capacity	Building
• Research
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Where	and	how	should	growth	occur?
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WUI	Landscape	Regulations
• Home	Ignition	Zone	vegetation	

mitigation
• Based	on	local	wildfire	risk
• Locally	applicable	and	consistent	

approach- community	benefit
• Alignment:

– Between	new	and	existing	development	
mitigation	efforts

– Other	regulations	and	community	
values







Common	Problems
• Misconceptions	of	wildfire	susceptibility
• No	consistent	local	guidance/requirements
• Conflicting	community	values
• Conflicting	regulations	or	initiatives
• Limitations	to																																																																																							

compliance
• Capacity
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Challenges	and	Successes
• Tree	preservation	“Village	in	the	

Trees”
• Town	landscape	plan	requirements
• Town	visual	screening	

requirements
• Mammoth	Lakes	Fire	Protection	

District	requirements



Improving	Administration	

• Streamlined	permitting	process
• Integration	of	MLFPD	into	plan	

review	process
• Provide	a	prescriptive	approach	

with	a	performance	alternative



Partnership	and	Outreach	Support
• Recommended	plant	list
• Partner	with	landscape	industry:

– Suppliers,	nurseries
– Horticulturists,	Landscape	architects
– Landscape	contractors

• Collaborative	public	outreach
– Town	of	Mammoth	Lakes
– Mammoth	Lake	Fire	Protection	District
– Mammoth	Lakes	Fire	Safe	Council
– Landscape	industry



Successful	Regulatory	Solutions
• Relate	to	local	wildfire	risk	assessment
• Measurably	contribute	to	wildfire	risk	reduction
• Involves	local	landscape	industry
• Address	conflicts	(regulatory,	practice,	community	values)
• Provide	prescriptive	and/or	performance	path
• Compel	compliance	and	maintenance
• Account	for	local	administrative	capacity



BUILDING	CODES	AS	A	WILDFIRE	
MITIGATION	TOOL



FIRE	CODE	HISTORY
• Building	Codes	developed	out	of	tragedy
• Great	Chicago	Fire

– 17,000	building
– 300	lives

• Peshtigo
– 1,200,000	Acres
– 2,500	killed

• Current	– look	around



WILDFIRE	CODES	– The	Big	3

• NFPA	1144
• IWUIC	(ICC)
• California	Building	Code	
– Chapter	7

• Consensus	Codes
• Local	Codes



WUI	STRUCTURAL	CODES
• 3RD LEG
• Time	to	focus	on	the	exterior	
• How	structures	ignite
• Designed	to	slow	fire,	not	

stop	fire
• Wildland	fire,	not	urban	

conflagration



WHEN	THEY	FAIL
• California
• Statistical	average
• Weakest	link
• No	control	group



OREGON	CODES
• Progressive?
• Mini/Maxi
• Roof	Ordinance
• SB	360
• Consequences



R327/Appendix	W
• Path	to	adoption
– Chief	Klienburg
– Chief	Sartain

• BCD
• Concessions
• Now	in	local	hands
• Hurdles

HALLELUJAH!
(KIND	OF……..)



MOVING	FORWARD
• Heavy	lift	begins
• Changing	the	narrative	– cost	vs.	safety
• Cost?	– Headwaters	Economics	study
• Our	responsibility	to	our	community
• Can’t	extrapolate	data	from	the	past



LESSONS	LEARNED
“Wise	men	learn	many	things	from	their	enemies.”

―Aristophanes

• Always	something	to	be	learned	from	the	other	side
• Understand	opponents
• Bridge	the	divide	
• Get	support	from	higher	powers	early
• What	are	you	willing	to	accept?
• The	best	ways	to	persuade	others	is	by	listening	to	them



Design	Review	Standards	and	Guidelines
• In	2016	the	Town	of	Vail	amended	its	Design	Standards	to	

include	use	of	Ignition	Resistant	Building	Materials	and	
Landscaping		

• Inclusions	were	aimed	at	changing	decades	worth	of	
irresponsible	building	and	landscaping	practices	in	the	WUI
– Designed	to	create	a	new	aesthetic	



Design	Review	Standards	and	Guidelines

Past	desired	aesthetic		 New	aesthetic		



Design	Review	Standards	and	Guidelines
• 2016	– Town	amended	design	guidelines	to	recommend

use	of	ignition	resistant	building	materials	and	
landscaping	designs	

• Fire	Department	reviews	development	applications	and	
provides	comments	on	incorporation	of	design	elements



Design	Review	Standards	and	Guidelines



Design	Review	Standards	and	Guidelines
• Opportunities

– “Softer”	approach	than	regulation
– Educational	tool	-- Community,	Professionals,	Boards	and	Elected	Officials
– Uses	non-prescriptive	standards	

• Challenges
– Only	addresses	new	construction	or	substantial	remodels
– Inconsistently	applied
– Requires	substantial	education	for	acceptance	

• First	step	in	long	term	changes	to	the	community	aesthetic	and	
wildfire	adaptation	



Land	Use	Planning	Tools
• Plans
• Regulations
• Incentives/	Voluntary	Programs



Planningforwildfire.org



Contact	Information
molly@wildfireplanning.com
kelly@wildlandprofessional.ca
dgreen@sistersfire.com
pcada@vailgov.com

Molly	Mowery	
Kelly	Johnston	
Doug	Green
Paul	Cada	


