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Geographic Overview
• Adjacent to Yellowstone National 

Park

• High scenic amenities and 

recreational opportunities

• Vast public lands (53% of 

landownership)



Socioeconomic Context
• Diversified economy 

driven by service-related 

industries (lodging, food, 

real estate, etc.)

• Non-labor income (ex: 

retirement & investments) 

has increased 357% since 

1970



Recent Trends

• 56% of homes in the WUI are second 

homes (national average is 15%)

• 97% of the WUI is undeveloped, 

suggesting areas of future growth



Wildfire Risk
• 1988 Yellowstone Fires

• 2006-07 Fires

• Limited Emergency Services



How to Address this Risk

• Fire Adaptive Communities

• Land Use Planning Tools

• Local/State Coordination

IMAGE/PHOTO

Need for data and science to 

inform dialogue on wildfire risk…
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Often, suppression activities are the only 



Suppression costs 
comprise less than 
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All:
12%

State: 1%

State/
Local: 
17%

Local:

46%

Federal: 
24%

Who Pays?
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Energy & Infrastructure 4.2%

Ecosystem Services 33.8%

Lost Tax & Business 
Revenue 1.7%

Depreciated Property 
Value 8.4%

Local Costs: 46%
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What Does This Mean for Me?
• Strained government services (road 

maintenance, local staffing/capacity, 
etc.).

• Pressure on recreational facilities and 
state/federal lands due to “fire 
borrowing”.

• Increased insurance premiums if home 
is situated in high-risk area.

• Depressed local economies impacted 
the social and economic health of the 
community.



Contact

Steve Caldwell

scaldwell@parkcounty.org

406-222-4118

Mike Inman

wminman@parkcounty.org

406-222-4102
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